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THE MACDOWELL COLONY OPENS A GATHERING SPACE IN NEW YORK CITY,  
AND LAUNCHES A YEARLONG INITIATIVE CALLED MACDOWELL NOW 

 
MacDowell Now Responds to Today’s Tumultuous Times, When Art, Culture, 

Expression, and Dialogue Are Essential to Building Community 
 

 
Fellows Gathering in MacDowell’s new New York City Space 

 
New York, NY, July 16, 2018—For The MacDowell Colony, considered the nation’s leading artist 
residency program, founded in 1907, there has never been a more important time for art and 
artists. The organization has a campus of 32 artist studios in Peterborough, NH, and many 
initiatives underway to increase its support of artists. The MacDowell Colony has always had 
offices in New York City, but it is now launching a gathering space in the heart of Chelsea at 521 
West 23rd Street, steps from The Highline. With more than 1,500 MacDowell Fellows of all 
disciplines in NYC alone, and over 8,000 globally, the new space will provide an opportunity to 
intersect and exchange ideas. The versatile new space, designed pro bono by Fred Clarke of 
Pelli Clarke Pelli, will be used for panel discussions, works in progress, performances, 
exhibitions, screenings, readings, presentations, conversations, and celebrations.  
 
Through MacDowell Now, a yearlong celebration of the organization as a pioneer in its field, the 
first residency program in the nation, and a leader in the contemporary arts, MacDowell is 
amplifying its commitment to art and artists. MacDowell has increased its program by 30 
percent to over 300 fellowships each year and will use the platform to drive support for 
initiatives such as increasing support for journalism, bringing greater equity and diversity to the 
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arts, increasing financial support for childcare, and reducing other barriers to a residency. 
 
Events at MacDowell’s new space in New York will include gatherings small and large, public 
and private, to engage artists and the larger public in dialogue about important issues across 
artistic disciplines.  
 
Says Cheryl Young, Executive Director of The MacDowell Colony, who has been with the 
organization for 30 years, “MacDowell was founded by artists and its core mission is to bring 
artists of different disciplines together to work and to increase the public’s appreciation for the 
value of the arts. At the turn of the century, the MacDowell Association established an artist-
centered space here in the city where exciting new contemporary work of all kinds was shared 
with the public and ideas flourished. American art was coming into its own.” 
 
She continues, “One can say MacDowell has been contemporary for 111 years, always 
embracing the next generation of emerging artists and creating a way for the public to support 
them through the residency program. Our New York space is a continuation of this, where 
artists can share new work with others and support can be ignited. Artists have an incredibly 
important role in shaping our vision for the future, and we need to hear what they have to say 
and be part of it.” 
 
Recent events hosted by MacDowell in New York include: 
• Partnering with the Racial Imaginary Institute to host an evening for participants in their 

biennial symposium with MacDowell Fellows Claudia Rankine, Monica Youn, and Nell 
Painter, among others.  

• A panel discussion about the impact of contemporary political and social issues on literary 
art-making in collaboration with Amazon Literary Partnership, moderated by MacDowell 
Fellow Elissa Schappell, with Fellows Kristin Dombek, and Mattathias Schwartz, along with 
Ken Chen from Asian American Writers' Workshop 

• An evening of poetry readings and discussion called “Conversations for a Strange American 
Moment - A Poetry Salon” with MacDowell Fellows Nicole Sealey and  Dennis Nurkse, 
moderated by Pulitzer Prize-winning Vijay Seshadri 

• An art exhibition, MacDowell Now: Recent Abstract Paintings, in collaboration with Curator 
Gallery, curated by Fellow Mark Wethli and featuring work by Fellows Lisa Corinne Davis, 
Julian Kreimer, Gina Occhiogrosso, John O’Connor, Gary Petersen, and Amanda Wojick 

 
Upcoming events in the MacDowell New York space this fall include:  
• A salon with MacDowell Fellow and architect Mabel Wilson and commissioner of the New 
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York City Department of Cultural Affairs Tom Finkelpearl, including a conversation about 
public monuments, race, and public spaces 

• A panel discussion between art collectors, curators, and artists about what it takes for 
emerging artists to thrive  

• The Annual Young Friends Cocktail Party to provide a showcase of new work by MacDowell 
Fellows that guests can see realized in the coming year 

 
Some events are open to the public, and others by invitation or registration. 
 
Through a competitive open application process, more than 300 artists annually are awarded 
Fellowships at MacDowell’s campus in New Hampshire, in seven disciplines:  
• Architecture 
• Film and Video Arts 
• Interdisciplinary Arts 
• Literature 
• Music Composition 
• Theatre Arts 
• Visual Arts 
 
Some recognizable MacDowell Fellows include Milton Avery, James Baldwin, Leonard 
Bernstein, Ta-Nehisi Coates, Aaron Copland, Jonathan Franzen, Meredith Monk, Suzan-Lori 
Parks, and Thornton Wilder, among over 8,000 others. MacDowell residencies, in all that they 
provide—the time and space to work, the financial support and interaction with artists and 
peers, and the early vote of confidence in their talent—are often cited by artists as drivers for 
their future success. MacDowell has inspired essential contributions to American and world 
culture. 
 
A recent MacDowell Fellow, author Kelly Luce, said, “As always, it's the sense of total support 
and trust I feel at MacDowell that leads me to take risks, both creatively and personally. I think 
differently while at MacDowell—I expand—and I made several breakthroughs with my novel 
during my three weeks in residence. It's not just the time and space afforded, it's the 
camaraderie and stimulating conversations that contribute to the magic.” 
 
About The MacDowell Colony 
The MacDowell Colony is a leading American contemporary arts organization that provides 
essential support for emerging and established artists by bringing together diverse, 
multidisciplinary talent to exchange ideas and pursue creative work. 
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Medal Day: August 12, 2018 Honoring Art Spiegelman 
On August 12, 2018, MacDowell Chairman Michael Chabon will present Art Spiegelman with the 
first-ever Edward MacDowell Medal in Comic Arts at The MacDowell Colony’s campus in New 
Hampshire. As one of the nation’s leading contemporary arts organizations, MacDowell has 
awarded the prestigious medal annually since 1960 to an artist who has made an outstanding 
contribution to American culture. Prior Medal recipients have included Thornton Wilder, Toni 
Morrison, Sonny Rollins, Aaron Copland, and many others. This year’s selection committee was 
chaired by Alison Bechdel. 
 
Spiegelman’s comics are best known for their shifting graphic styles, their formal complexity, 
and their controversial content. His graphic novel Maus was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1992, 
bringing comic books out of the toy closet and onto the literature shelves. 
 
This free public event attracts over a thousand people and occurs every August. Visitors enjoy a 
picnic, explore the grounds, and visit open studios with artists-in-residence to hear about their 
latest work. 
 
The Art of Journalism 
As media resources continue to shift to free content and fast news, The MacDowell Colony is 
doubling its Fellowship support to 20 nonfiction writers engaged in deep reporting and complex 
journalism. By giving more journalists residencies and the possibility of exchanges in a 
multidisciplinary artistic community, MacDowell is helping them sustain their careers and break 
new ground for quality reporting that can change the way we see the world. 
 
Additional Events 
Additional events and programming in both New Hampshire and New York City extend 
MacDowell’s commitment to supporting artists and Fellows, including MacDowell’s annual 
National Benefit in New York City, featuring performances that showcase MacDowell Fellows’ 
work; the New Hampshire Benefit, a highly anticipated event held at the Colony each year that 
brings together artists-in-residence, MacDowell supporters, and business leaders for an intimate 
community celebration of art and artists; and MacDowell’s Chairman’s Evening, an exclusive 
Friends of MacDowell members evening in NYC featuring Michael Chabon in conversation with 
some of the art world’s most fascinating voices. Community programming includes MacDowell 
Downtown, a free, public series of presentations by MacDowell Fellows that takes place on the 
first Friday of the month from March to November in downtown Peterborough, NH. MacDowell 
in the Schools engages students at all levels throughout the year. 
 
The History of MacDowell 
Composer Edward MacDowell and pianist Marian MacDowell established the Colony in 1907 to 
stimulate creativity and enhance expression in American culture. MacDowell Fellows have won 
83 Pulitzer Prizes, 827 Guggenheim Fellowships, 101 Rome Prizes, 30 National Book Awards, 30 
Tony Awards, 31 MacArthur Fellowships, 10 Grammys, 8 Oscars, and 8 National Medals for the 
Arts. The Colony was awarded the National Medal of Arts in 1997, and remains the only artists’ 
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colony to have received this prestigious honor. 
 
The mission of The MacDowell Colony is to nurture the arts by offering creative individuals of 
the highest talent an inspiring environment in which they can produce enduring works of the 
imagination. The sole criterion for acceptance is artistic excellence, which The MacDowell 
Colony defines in a pluralistic and inclusive way. MacDowell encourages applications from 
artists representing the widest possible range of perspectives and demographics, and who are 
investigating an unlimited array of inquiries and concerns. 
 
Since the residency’s founding, more than 8,000 Fellowships have been awarded to MacDowell 
artists. These highly competitive Fellowships, each with an average value of $10,000, are 
awarded based solely on talent by a panel of distinguished professionals in each discipline.  
 
During its first century (1907-2007), MacDowell achieved an unparalleled cultural legacy, having 
nurtured the work of Benny Andrews, Milton Avery, Ayad Akhtar, James Baldwin, Willa Cather, 
Michael Chabon, Ta-Nehisi Coates, Aaron Copland, Ellen Driscoll, Louise Erdrich, Janet Fish, 
Frances FitzGerald, Jonathan Franzen, Osvaldo Golijov, Dubose and Dorothy Heyward, Oscar 
Hijuelos, Cathy Park Hong, Meredith Monk, Walter Mosley, Dee Rees, Alice Sebold, Studs 
Terkel, Barbara Tuchman, Alice Walker, Francesca Woodman, and Julia Wolfe. 
 
While working at MacDowell, Leonard Bernstein completed his Mass; Aaron Copland composed 
Billy the Kid; Thornton Wilder wrote Our Town and The Bridge of San Luis Rey; James Baldwin 
wrote Giovanni’s Room; Willa Cather wrote Death Comes for the Archbishop; Dubose and 
Dorothy Heyward wrote Porgy and Bess; and Virgil Thomson worked on Mother of Us All; Alice 
Walker worked on her first novel and Meridian at MacDowell. Michael Chabon wrote The 
Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay; Alice Sebold wrote The Lovely Bones, and Jonathan 
Franzen completed The Corrections.  
 
More information is available at macdowellcolony.org.  
 
# # # 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS:  
Allison Therrien | atherrien@fitzandco.art | 646-589-0921 
Meg Huckaby | mhuckaby@fitzandco.art | 646-589-0928 


